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* X/ ^'l^ Techrtiqar Assistance Deye>o|3ment /System. (T/y)S) was- 
^established^ the Uhiver§ity of North CaroTina at CtjaRel-. Hi!) ■ 
by the U.S. Office of Education serve a s»jpportive-fun^tion 
for^the fei^eraW^ .funded/ Handicapped' Children's* Early \. 
* Educat'ion Prosiram%(First Chance Network) cfoftposed of apprdx^- \ 
- imately 100 denK)n$tration.,pertters*for> early'ed^eatJton\of / ^ 
: ha-hdicapped childreT].* "The^rol^ of,, TADS in this syst§ni'ii to '^" 
. .provide ess i stanch n wh^itever phase\of/their prog r'am the 
^.centers request help* Some of the. seryides'^ include idfent^* 

'shops, collecting and dispensing data about the network., and 
conferrihg'*with iqdfvidUal centers and sftaffs*. Mosi often, 
ser>)^ces are offerfed toi^irst Chance /projects in' the areas 
of^program planning ^pi.nd evaUiation, intervention programs, 
community pif^ogram 'development, afid media 'and information. 

This pap^r-is distributed pursuant to a grant from the 
Office 9f*Education,*U*S* Department* of rtealth,. Education, * 
\ 5nd Wel/are. 'Grantees' undertaking such projects under govern- 
ment sponsorship are encouraged' to express freely their 
judgmrilvin prdfes^tortal^and technical- matters. Points. of 
,v'tew Ac opinions "do'/not, therefore, necessarily represent v* , ' 
off tc|pV Off ice^of*, Education ppsitiop or policy. ^ ' . , 
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Program's for young handicappepi children are' on th^e" increase 
all across* the United, States todaj^,* refl^ettng/the growing eon-; 
viction tha^t'early assi$tance is rHal .^'a the^chtld w-i'th special ' 
problems/ One e^ort tha'j^ reflects -This tr^end i>'*tht^ Handicapped 
Children's Early Education Program, •'^v^.ich was estabH shed b^ .;. 
~XjcijfLgt;es;§f _in 1 d69^ > fll) i,5 ;prog(ram^-has^ se| up ,modeli.d|einohstratioifi ' 
centers iacross'^thfe natitfn'Th order *to j5t;-irpulate.nevr*serv'ices/for 
young handicapped children. ' si*- ; 

; . ^\ . * . ' ^ ' ^ . 

If we are to serv/e all of thfo' natton's preschool handicapped 
cjiildren, however, it will be through tfie": efforts of ^ the indivi- 

-_dua4-s4;a tes-.-— I-t^'^-thejp^^ 
siates-^in' their progranfhing and pTannint} efforts in/meeting this 
challenge- The series of activities that wi cutmfn^ited* in* this' 
report would not have been possib le without 'tfefe^^wi 11 ing coopjersi- 
tion of the personnel in th^^'vanbus^^states concerned .with.^ibe , 
weVfare of young children with probjans/ This survej^, was' undei^"/ 
taken with the cooperation and coordination by the National ^ 
Association of Statp' Director's ^"of Special "Educatifin. We" would 
especially like to acknowled'ge. the pbntribution. of Andy Anderson, 

't?\e Executive Ulrectqr of '^hat organization.^ * , ' ! 

We. Relieve that this report will give you, an,, understanding 
of the status of each of tihe states in regard to prognamming^nd ' : 
planning efforts, and wilVenable you* to- compare your |ta*e.with 
others. /' ^ - ^ * -\ 

. . ■ - ■- . ■ 1 • 

■David L. umie , .. ' .' • " , . 

Direct/)r, TADS \ ' ' 

May 1974 



* " INTRODUCTION / ' . . . \. ^ ' 

. " • ; ' ^ " • -v'. ' ^ 

. • • • , • . . ^- ' .. . ^r- 

• .Puning^the Fiscal-Year 1973jthe Bureau o*f Ecilication for 
' • t^)e Handicappea (BEH), the National Association for/ State, Oir-.-.' * ^ 

ectors of ^Special Educatipn (NASliSE), and^the Technical Assis- / 
I ' , tance Deyelopmejit System (TAOS.) a BEH-fupded prdiect located 
" •y' in the Frank Porter graham Child Development Center, the Univer- 
*Xs^ty*of' North' Carolina Shared a corrlflorf goat of providing stim,-* 

ulation and assistance -to State Special Educatiofv ^gencie§ jn 
, the' areas of^ planning and imptementatton of '^jfogrjims for the • 
; /Veducat'iQn- of young, handicapped children, We first^^step fow^rd 
accomplishing^ this goal was to establish communication betwee4i" 
the agencies and groups about the current status of planning ^ ' . ♦ 

•\ ^ _i ^ ' * ' 

^ . Two ma.ior a^tivit4esr'were' initiated by BEH and TAD^o t , , 
^ ' achieve the ;iecessary communicatiqn. First, fi»ve regional con- i 

•ferenCe^ for Directors of Special Education qr the/r repre.serttjj- . 
? tives were held during Hay 1,973*; Topics of discus'sftn during , • 
those meetings 1nc]^urded: plsfhnihg at the state- Jevel in early 
' •> education for'^the hand>eapped, existing legiskrl^Oty-and leg'iSlar 

£lve needs, statewide, needs assessment ac'tivi'tielivand' the statusr .a 
''of program development in tHe^states. Second, T)\DS collected, 
data about programs and ^activities for young, handicapped ihil-- ^;^ 
4 • drenrln ttie respective states irr order to compile a reporttwhich . <^ 

would be ^distributed to each state and territory- ; ■ ^ ' 
V /, . , . , ' ^ • . \- ' ^ , 

I TADS bqgan this data collection at the regional conferfences^ \V^" 
, by asking participants to outline the e)^isting .a?td/needed*l^gj/6- 
Icttnon in their respective states, rie'eds ass'6'ssm^nt practices, 
.J ^ progr^rfB-ratrti^ "'next^ steps*'' or plans^iri each pf^these ' ' 

' argas. States which did not send representatives^ the.cdnferr . , 

• ' ences. v/ere. contacted by mafl and asked' td provide^ata. , * ' \ 

. Data collefted from each state w^e then organized and plac^* 

into forms according to an established format, withj iiifofmatigh 
, presente.d in three major categories: Legislation andrCgrrerrt' 
urograms,' Plans, and Needs, These forms were returned to ea<:h * ' 
state for rev4ew, .additions, a^nd/or corrections: Jhe states weret • 
^ Mnfgrmed that TADS would assume the data to be corre^jt and satis- f 
Tactory to, the states unless* notificati'on't'o ^the contrary'^was" , * ' ''^ 

• made. Stated* wftich had not provided any data -to tAds Wjere sent . 
• bla^k forms dnd^ asked to complete them, the^reports of. the- • 

thirty-sfevep'states' that, responded to this- suryey are arranged 
. y in alphabetical order. In .organizinig, and j^res'en ting- the data for 
this report, the original wording ^used by-the»^tates was retained 
as much as possible. ? 1 ^ ^ 

,As would be expected, there is a ccrtf'siderable' amount of 
v^r;iance. among and within, the reports from states with respect to / . 



erIc , ^ • ' . / . . r ' 6 * / 



%the amount and the detaiU-of data which, were provided. It'^.isv 
possible' thajt in some cases the respondents did. not treat this 
project seriously' e^QMgh'tp pTOv;!de the reque^sfed data, but the 
mtfjor portion of the variance among the data can be attributed 
to -a shortage of detailed information being readily .availablfe to 
the. special education agencies. .This lack of. iriformation^impl ies 
that the mftvement for statewide educational programs for young, 
handicapped children is fairly hewn'n most states, and that tf\e... 
state special ^ediication agenciies have not had' either *the Authority, 
the 'responsibility, o>> theVesources to ccJUect the data which 
^re "needed. 

In Qffier lo convey the status of {Planning -and programming 
for young ^ handicap ped children, t his report contains some infer-, 
mation that is not directly. related to yoQng, handicapped children. 
Information about, special 6di^cation or education .in general was* 
, included in the reports whenever it was reliBvanf to the , education 
of young, handicapped children, . ' ' 



SUMIIARy AND IMPLIC/VTIOHS 



- ^ > ' Conclusions about .the current status of planniiig and. pro-^ 

grainiiing for yoong , . handi/capped children should be fliade,1|Lith great 
care because states differ significantly with respect to-fermir 
. nolog^ and definitions'. / For ^jiamp]e,^M1^ "young, MndicSpped 
^\ ' children" is defined as /handicapped cfc|ildren' ages ^ tn rough 8 

• year;>,» then all states 'probably have The authority >nd responsi-.' 
^ bil ity, tq provide servi^fees to part of that group- However, if 
"yoiing" is c|efiped as Q-5 years and further statem^ts exclude ^ 
> " ; all s'fervices whic|i ^re/not mandatdryV'then few states have the 
t ' authority' or resoonsibyn ty to provide''services to such children, 

/ \ ^ \ 



A 



CONSTRAINTS •^v^/ ; 



\o be** 



\ There are several/ general^ problems. V7h1ch seefn ^, __ 
s \y ^ comnjon to /II st4^fes. Although* tfj^ese^probT^fns are familiar 

to mtfs t' fi&j gypl e'^Yth i ntthe various •s;tates, they^are known' ' 
only in We sfen^e that people recognize t^;s difficulties " ' ^ 

which'they encownter^as a result of their. pwn'txperiences, . ^ 

Miost likely, tht^ personnel iij one ftate are no^. awaY'e t^hat • 
conditions are/cofmoo to all states^ and vary..from state to . • 
state only in /term^ of- the specific'details. ' , ' 

'1 .,- Objective's ^ • • . /" • . ,•• • ' 

— T ° t' • . ^ ■ ■ . 

.s>H Th^' first of tiese corpmon problems is a lack of ^ ' ' 

\ specific objectives to define the services nee'de(\ by h^- 
y • dica'ppe<i children. In ,m&3?t states special education l)er-' 
^onnel /express the desire to -deliver, services to young, 
% handic^apped children with somd vague stateinfents afeout the ^ ' / 
[ ' -nature of the needs "arid the social objective^ of the ^J. 
\ servi/ce. There is a^cons1dera.ble bo^y^f ^ iterature 
^ avai/able which maintains that early tntervention makes 
a di/fference, -Also^^ most states ha^ in their consti'tu- 
• "tio/is, or in .legis>{ition; some statements about the gen- 
. • dra'l goals- of educatiori'* and what-those goals m^an in ^ 
social*. sense. At a state-vvido' larger unit level, 
however, there needs- to be 'specific statements'^Which join ^ •, 
'thes^^'two points: it^must be. stated that early inter- 
ve^tion makes a* difference in terms of "something*" The 
mo§t c-onimon attempt to join these '-points is ^hat "early 
interventio/i .is' necessary'sb thai the handicapped child 

)tential." uhfortuwately that state- 



can reach his full potenti 
ment instantly evokes verbal s.upport but concrete funding 
support is slow to materialize.^ In part, this fimding 
gap results from a tendency to consider handtc^p/ed chil- 
dren as just another group of people requiring spedial ^ 
(and expensivi?') services. Trqjsl'atillg these general group 
needs int6' the personal ne^ds 6f individual chi3^dren> is; a 
difficult., yet necessary, part of planning.-* ^• 
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2. Legislative Characteristics 

LegisTaticn within raost states is far from compre- 
. .hensive and "equal" in terms of the handicapping condi- 
\ *ion$ which, are ^covered by. the legislation. All of the 
states reporting data share jne- or more of the following ^ 
^ characteristi.es: the existence of legislation .to 
. •* ' provide mandatory services for chviWren with a specific • 
handicap at an earlier age than-xis required for the 
* '•gerjeral population , or for the other handicapped children; 
; , . . (b)"^e existence of legislation to give the reponsibil- 
* ity for services to agencies which are'not provided the - 
resources for communication or coordination of a,Q*ivities; 
^(c) the e xistence o f legis la tion" which makes programs for 
young, .handicapped- children permissible but does not 
provide the futhority and/or resources to lotate the c;|iil- 
. ' dren orv in some cases, to serve children; and (d) the 
existence of legislation which'mandates programs that a 
particular^ agency must protvfde but does not provide any ^ 
'consec^ences for noncompl iarjce^ 

.3k Variety of Service"^ Agencie^ y 

• Services to young, ^handicapped children are provided 
by many different agencies, organizationis, and institu- 
tion§' in the states. • In' most states it is. common to find 
some young, handicapped children served: (a) by federally 
funded projects;, (b) by" special proj^ts or schools; (c) 
by local public school agencies; (d) by community qr 
• church-related day care centers or head start programs;^ • 
V and (e) by various semi-private or non-profit agencies. 
, While few persons would object to the services being pro- 
vided.'by various agencies, coordination becomes, extremely 
difficult, especially since^ew staj;es have the -authority , 
^ t^e responsibility, or the r'esources assigned to specific 
' agencies to coordinate these activities. This situation, 
no floubt, is the reason that many states identify as a 
primafy ne'ed a central information system and also indi- 
cate a need for/comprahensive planning on a state-wide 
1 1 evel . * 

4\. ^ Scope of Planning . . ' ^ 

Difficulties^ in planning for youngs handicapped 
children include all of the prbblems discussed previously. 
For Example, one needs & direatifon--ta>,plan ,(#lo)4^i3ne -.needs 
the' authority to develop comprehensive plans. (#2); and one 
needs to know the location, target children, ^nd type, of 
services that are presently provided (#3). ;However, when 
states attempt planning, the number and scope of .agencies 
that must be involved apparently can'overfthelm the pl,anning 

n?ffx)Tt~ 'I tlris indeeft diff Icul t-'lJo.arr1ve~ut^"nctriuna1 

definitions when many agencies are involved. ' ^ ^ . 



•STATUS OF' LEGISLATION \ . . , . 

. . Several general stateoients can be made about the status 
of legislation, planning, df]'A needs within the respective 
state's. These statemerits are* summarized^ and Tisted^^el-ow: 

' ' , . *" 

1., ; The youngest allowaHe, age for providing educational 
\ ' ^ services ranges from 0 to 6 years. • The actual ege for 
program implementation* -isr usually related.to the status, of 
iiTipleme?jtation of ' kindergarten programs', the first gen- 
. ^eral movement downwarfl tends to be one y^ar before kinder- 
garten entry^age. • ^ / 

^2^^^ iLv£ryL»s±aJbe^e|k)r„ted-^lt^ eg4sl ati on a nd 

se^vites for. special groups. usua.liy* the deaf-{6r\Bearing 
impaired) and the blind (or visually . impajredj^-^ 
^ history of* such Tegislation and semces^ if legislatior: is 
now comprehensive. Furthermore, i-n ^iDme states,- the~^'r4^ 
ma,ry source ^o^ objection to' comprebensive- legisleitio'ti was 
the advocates ofi-special handicap groups which .had exist- 
ing legislatio,n and services. ,.(5 

3./ * Even when Tegi-slation i\s randei terry,. services are de- 
pendent, upon funding, ^arid in almoi^t.all cases the antici- 



pated date for full implementati.on 
years in the future. * ^ 



of programs was several 



4'.^ Most- states have a combinatioln of mandatory'^nd^per- * 
missive legislation based upon the age of the cnild,^ Fpr • 
example, several'states have iflanditory legislation for 
children who are four years old or older \^hile the same 
legislatio/i allows for permissive services at an earlier 
age than four years. > ' • ^ * • - 

LEGISLATIVE NEEDS ' " 

The states generally agree on the.ir basic needs regarding 
educational services for youipg, handicapped children. The' 
followihg three needs were expressed by almost all stat&s » 
that made reports: \ 



1. Resources and means for coordination of the -services^ 
^. that are provided within the state. * ^ * 

2. Comptehensive programs and means for identifi elation" 
of young children with- special rpeds are' not genewlly 

• available, and the states do not^have resources to meet 
this need. - • , , " ^ \ 

3. Even when legislation and interest allow for services 
to young children, the time-.l ine for implementation is 



orten long;^tnererore, plans an^resources for more rapid 
implementation are desired. 



,.lt is hoped that this- pl^nir^'ng* report wi ll help state^T- assess 
the 'status of planning efforts tc establish servicers for young, . 
handicapped children within these states' and will encourage the 
needed communication and cooperit'Qn' among state and state agencies-; 
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ALABAMA 



Legislation an^l Cur'reYit Programs, y * , 

LegisleuWon and prpgrams for special education have existed- 
since the 195b's, but early education* wa« not genercflly possible 
<inti1 ^969 .when Act 786 was passed/ providing permissive. legis- 
lat'ion for early education. of the handicap^ptid. : In T971 rpore 
comprehensive legi'Slatton (Act 106) was passed'to prQ^ei^BTo- 
granis for alL exceptionalities and to place responsibTTTty upon 
the State Soar.d of Education for determining ths standards for 
programs, types of children, aftd areas of disability to be i 
served, and the -procedures' for determining eligibil ity for en- . 
rollment in the programs! The state education»agency can serve 
children' with ages downward through three by permission from 
^^he Board. ^ ^' ^-^^^ .r _ 

'Act 106v specifies that all exceptional .children. sh^ll* be * 
enrolled in a'defqjja^e educational pr og rami with fh^five years. Fof 
schoo-l-rage children approximately 1000 additional^s^eciaV educa- 
tion teachers .hav^^ been employed and about 30 percent^ of the known 
exceptional children are be\ng served* ' For. younger children, . 
however, a pilot tprogram vas^ approved and subsequently itnplemented 
to provide 2& new atate-allot1;ed teach61^ positions per yefr. f or ' 
-programs for youn^g children. These teachers are serving' children* 
with all exceptional i ties. ^and wrth^es beginning with three 
years. ' ' * v i. ' ^ y 

It is anticipated that an extension of the five-v^r m.andate 
will b.e needed and requested. - ' J 

Pians' ' ' \ ' , ' * 

Plans are undefway to continue the implementation'of the 
early childhood program for exceptional children at a rate of • 25 
new state" positions^ per .y^r. A st§ff* development program is 
planned for jpersonnel for the early childhood traifSing program at 
the University of Alabama. No plansT are made for extension of 
programs downward from age three nor are plans Underway for man- 
datory legislation^ I^s.tead, the special' education personnel are 
•trying to secure blanket permission f^om the Board of Education ^ 
for proarangminq for ages three and above for aM exceptionalities. 

■ . " • ■ • \ ' 

Needs . • • \ ■ 

— ~^ ' ■ ' . - V 

specified nee^s by th.e state include-: (l^the establ i^shment 
of an office.-of chiTd development to contain at least one full- 
-time consul tant in' early education arid to coordinate the community 
and .state agencies that provide' services to young, exceptional ^ 
children; (2) the development of a systematic procedure for iden- 
tifying young, exceptional chiTcTreni^ (3) expansion of teacher 
training services in early education;' and (4) assistance in p'^c.i- 
j ^ing f or the nee ds^-of-yo ung c h i l dmuand develop-ing programs-ta 



meet those needs. 



ARKAl^AS 



Lepisldtlow and Current ^Programs K 



. The Handicapped Chilcfrd'n's Act of W3,speeified the hano:- 
. .cagpincj conditions toVb^ cov^ed by the le^is'lation as mentally, 
retarded, heaHtiti- impaired, speech-impaiiredV vfsually-impaired,' 
• ; &motionSw-ly disturbed,, cri-ppled, learning'^disabled, and other 
heal-th-impaired.' , Thfs wgislation tovers^ages 5-21 and provides 
forHhe implementation of programs ^or'thj[s age groijp. Further- 
more',' thi-s-acf (H-aced the res'ponslbil itj)w,ith the Department of 
■ Education. for fully implementinq the program by ',1979-80.' As of ■ 
\ October 1973, the programs were 'implemented. The l.egi slat ion 
■ ' has created some -.orobl ems bere'ist-^ of'fh'e lengthy implementation 
' pGriod and,ifUor iWel of 5 students. 



Plans 



r ■ 



* • • ' r ^'^V . : \ ^ 
«^ rlans fr,fi Vyijdarway' the -Implementation of The ' 
Handicapped Children's Ait. - In ^iddilfTbn, a Governor's Task Force 
on Eaj^y. Childhood fduce^'iop is working iri the following areas:' 
.legislaltioh anil Ifundingj/cbck'din^ of present and proposed 
-programs, staff training and technical assistance, and data base 
•jDf .SNer vices $nd rte6ds. The e^f^ns directed toward coordination 
Jc{6re Expected to lbe eompletecfe by >ate 1973, and the needs assess- 
ment and ^Jerta QO*lec^ion actiV}t;i§s 1iav6 a completion date of 
/JiJly 1974.. • . * 

' ' •V'' ■ . ' ; * . 

Needs ' . ^f. ; ' ^ C 



'1 



Specified .nee^s bv the state include: (1)' legislation to . 
offer programs below the-now legc^] age'of 5 in the public schools 
(2), prBgrams.^for parent participation, " (3) earlier intervention, 
ajTjj" (4). additional funding fpr. programs and teaqher preparation. 



BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 



Legislation and Current Programs' 

At thi's time, the Bureau of Indian Aff.airs does not have 
special education legislation from the U.S. Congres3 or\a manual 
release (policy) in the Bureau of Indian Affairs. However, the 
Office of Education, Division of Student Services is responsible 
for* coordinating and implementing Special Education programs. ' 
The specialized programs now in Aeration have been implemented 
with Ooher federal funds, througlr the joint effort of Central, 

Area,- Agency, and School personnel. ^ / 

' * ♦ * 

PI ans 

Plans now underway to develop case finding effort 
which will T^gntify exceptional presciloolers. This effort will 
utilize Indian Health Service, Social S^i'ces, Community Action 
Program Personnel, and Head Starts. This^^tivity has an expected 
completion date bf June 30, l^f4. Plans are also underway , to 
Vequest specific funding for special i zed services for preschoolers 
for FY 76 P.P/E. 



Needs 

The needs ider^tif ied^by the Bure^ 'Sf ^iTidian Affairs include: 
'(1) Legislation and funding is^ necessary to provide^ appropriate 
services to meet the special needs of exceptional cfji^dren. (2) 
Programs should \?e based on the identified needs, whether for ^ 
preschool aged, ^school -aged, or need career/vocational^ education.. 

(3) Programs based on other/identtfifed needs should 1nc*lude gen- 
eral services. or materials such a'S;^ resource rooms, prescriptive 
itinerant services, self-contained; and voc«tioJia1/care6r\ oriented, 

(4) -A^ special feature of programs in this area is, a need have 
'invo}v«nent from the local tribe (Indian School Boards, TribeCl , 

Education Committees), parents, and community, with intensive in- 
service training^ of parents. ^ 
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CALIFORNIA 



"" Legislation and Current^ rograms 

The legislation pertaining to special education in Californi^a 
whi€h is cofitained in various sections o^ the Education Code of 
California, covers the following handicapping conditions":' educabl 
and trainable mentally retarded, mentally gifted, aphasic," speech* 
inpaired, hard of hearing, "blind, partially seeing,* deaf , educa-v" 
tionally handicapped^ and orthopedic or other ileal th-impalred. 
Thfs legislation placed general responsibility with'the State De- 
partment of Education and specific responsib^il ity wi th. vthe Divi- 
sion of Special Education for implementino programs tOi serve , 
handicapped children. * 

The legi'slation speclfiec^* three areas of coverage: mandatory 
programs, pemlissive programs, and experimental programs, There 
are mandatory program^s for ages 5-21 ,with all , handicapping condi- 
tions, ^cept mentallV gifted. There can be pennissi^v programs' 
for ages 3-'5, and experimental programs for ages 18 months to 3 
years for all handicapping conditions except mentally gift«d. ^ For 
the mentally gifted there are permissive ages 5-21 and experimen- 
tal programs for ages 3 to* 5 years. While these programs are 
operational, funiling support has not kept pace with inflation and 
other increases in program costs. . * ^ 

Plans ' ^ 

Plans are currently underway in three- major areas: (1) to , 
gain state acceptance of .the Master Plaii^for Special EducationT 
(2) to complete Operation Search, (3) to.Jmpl ement services for 
children not^currently receiving services in ages 0 to 6 yearst . 
The Master Plan for Special Education is* the Conceptual document 
designed to guide special education in California. The guiding 
goals of this plan are that special educatipn services should 
be available to all individuals who need them and that sufficient 
flexibility should allow local agencies. to deliver these services 
in the most appropriate manner 'to individuals under their juris- 
diction: Operatidn Search is' an effort tp identify handicapped 
children and pr^ograftis for the handicapped and- to gather sufficient 
data to coordinate the two. The planning for Operation Search is 
exnected to-be completgd^by the end of 1P73. 

Needs ^ • 

As a result of the ar^alysis for "the development of the Master 
Plan for Special Education, a series of/recommendations were de- 
veloped: (1) There is a need* for mandatory programs for excep- 
tional children from the tir^ie of their identification. (?) A 
single designation, "Individuals with Exceptional ^^eeds", shoufd 
be used for legal requirements for soecial education. (3) Multi- 
agency planning and involvement should be required. (4) Staff 
^training and development should be conducted. 



Since these needs were recognized in the Master Plan, meeting 
them is a part of that plan and a* comf^lete imolementation date is 
set at 1%1. in 

\ 



^ COLORADO. 



\ 
\ 



Legislation and Current Programs' 

Article 22 of. the Handicanped Children's Educational Acl:^* 
passed in IJlf^S, defines as handicapp&d, a cKild who is, between the 
ages of 5-?1 years with Ixinq-iime physical impairmpnt/ significant 
'limited intellectual capacity,, significant emotional and behavior- 
al disorder, speech disorders,- identifiable p,erceptua1 or communi- 
cation, disorders , and whose presencft^in ordinary educatiopal iDro- 
grams is detrimental td the education of others. This act places 
imnlenentation responsiBil ity with the Colorado Department of 
Education. . * ' • 

. \ The Handicapped ^bildren's Educational Act irie^ndated that by 
-January J ,.ic»7d^ locaT districtS'Ceparately or in combination with 

* other districts must submit to the state board a comprehensive 
plan ^of the establishment of special education programs • If any 
s^tiool district fails to submit y comprehensiv.e plan, the state' 
bo^Srd will devise and recommend a plan for that: district, Forty- 
four'school districts have established and implemented special ' ' 
educa t ion programs. One hundre^and eigh't local districts, have 
formfi- boards of cooperative services, i,e,, two or more districts 

-haVeliSoined as one service providing agency. 

Plans ' 

An Early Childhood Advisory Committee has been organized to 
work, on the identification of pre-school'^andicapped children and 
to develop programs for meeting their needs. Guidelines for the 
identification of. such children and sources of^ information and* 
materials to aid school districts in developing programs hav.e . . 
been collected-. The Committee^ expects to develop progr^mis^il^y. 
which trained personnel of the^school district will testch^'^btflers 
to implement screening programs for preschool handica,ppecl^5:hii 
dren. The trained personnel will theri pionit0i^-j)rpgr^s^to insu^ 
continued effectiveness and efficiency of tratneesC" ^ * 

Needs • v *" ^f^r t 

The state has specified t^^ major jreecfs;- ff];st^s;.tKe 
legislation*to provide services io per§4jB^ under »^pge f/<>vf^Vho ^ > i 

Qualify as handicapped cliildren under thi^jl^'*ndUa}3pi conditions''^* j^^ - 
previously specified by .Handicapped Chitdren;^* Educational Act.^ J ' ' " . 7 ^ 

•The Sr^cond area of need relates to the' idenl^if icBtionfend program. 
plannint] for handicapped children^^^es ,c»-a., f^or example^ ' ^^j^f 

^trained personnel are needed to tmj)t^ent tK6- sT:reej5ibg prdaram^*, v^|^^ 

' which have been suggested by the fa-n^^^ Chil<jhoo^.'^d^isory T' 
Committee. \ * tj^ 




} 



16 



] 



Lie 




DELAWARE 



Legislation and Current ProgVams ■ • , ' ' ? . 

«* • 

T ' Handicapped Children, as def^ined by the Delavare Code ^ :* 
(Title 14, Education: Chapt6r>31) are those pupils ^e 4 to 21 
requiring special educational services,, who are either l^rning* 
d.isabled, mentally handfcapped, physically handicapped, socially ' 
^ndT emotionally ma i adjusted, /or any combination of the above. » 
This act;placed responsibil ity. with thg State Board* of Education 
for making and adopting rules and regulations for the education, 
training, ^and transportation of handicapped, gifted, or talented 
children. This legislation also\provides for full implementation 
of prcfgrams for the specified group of children. 

Plans ' * ^ ' . ., 

The state reports planning 'taking place in. a variety of 
areas'. The most Intensive effort is bein^g directed toward a 
needs assessment for ages 4-'21, and each district Is curr^ently^ 
"P-lanning for^the implementation of programs p^^ovided by existing 
leqislatiorj. The sta^e is planning to have avaijahle by 1975 a 
coipprehensivd developiwta^ curriculum whicK may be adapted to ^ 
the^early childhood level . In-^ddition, the\state is planning 
needs assessments for children under the age of 4 and pflo't 
programs for this age group. 



Needs 



Thre State has specified two major needs, bbth of a legisla- 
tive nature: first,^ a legislative base and authorization to 
serve children younger than 4 years; second, a legislative . 
mandate for mainstreaming. « , ' . 



FLORIDA" .■ - ^, 7^ S , • • 
t • ^ . • ■ • '/ 

' ' ~ • ' - I . ' 

1 • , • ' ^ 

Legislation ITnd Current Programs - •* y 

l^eaislation a'nd 'programs for special education have existed 
for some tine; howev-er, thp passage in -1972 of the Early Child- 
hood and Family Development Act provided the first Qomprehensive^^ 
coverage. The /ollowing handicapping conditions* are coveredfby 
*this I'eg.i'slation: speech-impaired, blind 9nd partially sighted, 
edu'cable and t^ainable mentally, retaVded, d^jaf-^and hard of hear- 
ing, crippled and oil.er heal th-^impaired, emctibna-l Ix. disturbed, 
and socially maladjusted. This legislation provides 'for the' 
^collection of data on' all exception^al children and, availabil ity of 
, 13. years of^- school ing for exceptional children beginr\ing wi,th, age 
fi-ve. Thnee and four .year olds may te eligible for special edu- 
cation and related services, and some who ar'e under age 3* (TMR, 
PH, 'deaf^ blind) 'may be eligible for home instruction 'or , / 
supplemental, instruction .if they are enrolletJ in a day care 'or 
non-public program. ^ The feepc^rtment' of -Education is the. imp! e- 
nie'otlng efgejicyigider th'ts legislat'ion. ' , ^ 

Plans <arid Needs ^ • / ' ' 



is initiatecj in v 
Education for' Ejccejl)- 
iion must be esta*- 
? responsi Wle. To^ 



/ In order' tp follow through with the plans initiatecj 
ia;j2-^3, -a state, leadership position in the Educat' 
tronal Chi l.drer? Section; Department|Of Educatic 
lished. The persoti in this* position would be r __, _ _ 
• initiating «needs ai^sessftiont activities, liason-with other 
agencies;;* iand techjnicaJ assistance to local, school systems. In 
dealing with thes^ g^r/eral areJi, tllns person would direct his 
•attention, to the following six issuire: 

7v ^ : , ' 

*1. What types and 'how many identification |5^ VeferraT %h 
si's tei^s.- are oper^ahle \6 support .an early childhood m 
cyroqram? ^ ' ' * ^ \' . 

^ ' . ' '. ' • * . .* * 

?.. Whaf; fs the role and scope of present training programs:-, 
ft^r handieapped ypung children f uncled by various .divi- , , 
sions of 'the nepartment of" Health and ^eha^bil itative 
.services:? • . . i .. ' c • ^ 

3. If Head Start is required -to serve-handicapped children 
totaling at least ld%.bf their enrollment, what type of 
formal liason should be established? 

'4. How c6uld"^prop^r fac'il i ties' he provjidfed for a statewide 
.early childhood 'education program' IFjoV exceptional 
^ ' . children? . , ^ ' . ^ * ' . • i 

/ ^ ; ^ . ^ i * 

5. ' ^re adeouatetf' trained teachers ,,and other staff available 



Can programs be designed. for ex^ept^ional children with- 
out requiring early label inn? 
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Legislation and Current Programs * • ' ' 

Services for ycfbljjg, handicapped children now operate under^ 
the provisions of the tarly Childhood Development Act (Senate 
Bill 676) and Preschool Training for the Handicapped (House^^ill 
57). The implementing agencies for this legislation are the . 
State •Board>of Education 'through ^the Dephrtnent of Education^ 
Early Chjldhooid , Programs and in cooperation with local education 
ageDc4^. The Ealfly Ch.ild[^ood Pevelopment 'Act provides coverage, 
'for the. fol^lowin^^'th-ildren: <(\1) children lejJs than three years 
old aVMdefitified^s halving Jt/pby^ical or nfental handicap and . 
.^^ . V who qualifjf for asNst&nce froksqj^al Security Act, Title IV-A; 
*v'^' (2)JcMldren befftem-^^^ three and five, inclusive, who 

^*j^ave physical ;0r mjir^tai ^hand1capft*i^d (3)-,dbi1dr'en ftve yeaVs^ » "ffV 
\W aqe.v Tne Preschool'Tritninq ^or'the H&ndicaDDed provi'desr' • 



K 



agQ.v Tne Preschool'Tr^tning ^pr'the Handicapped provi'^tesV' 
cove^agfe,f6?Sthe^pr^s?hob^?OT^ nieffta1:^,^^and J^5^iicfalTy 

h'andjcapped. r r " ' \ ' ' ^ 



_ ^ 



, / T.He following types, of pK^rafe are provided Jby the >1egis- , ^ * 
latipn: (1) testing, diagnosis, and ytreatfiient QflcKiVdweh iess • 
••than three yearsi of ag^ who ha(v? phy^cal vor merftal handicaps; 
• (20'*edacatioriaV programs^^pr. cVl^n^five years of age; and (3) 
reduc,at1onal programs 'for children'^hree to five- years of age, ^ 
, ' ^ iQ!^Ql|^, who have.^ physical or mental handicaps. The Wme line** 

. ^ * ' ^ -^na^e^ree of-impTJ[enta^cm of .these activities f^^coptingent / P 
.^u/ oh the avail.abiTitf of funds/ -At pr^sent^t of the 18.8 school ' ^' 

^\ " . systjgms'^^n iJ^rgia^JSl particifJate in the programs provided by 
Hoirfe BiTl 57," and 4^ participate in the programs provlld^d by 
*^naf<? Pill 676. " ' ^ . <J V 

/J ^ . ^ " > / ' , 

'Plans • ' , V , . ' # , „ 

^ number of activities ;are iilarfned'or underway in the state. 
Proposed. legislation entitled -Adequate Proaram for Education in 
Geoj^qi a Recommends: "The/Sjfeate should provide earlj^ childhood 
education for three and foy^y'^^^lds who are eithir .physically, 
mentally, or emotionally handicc^ed or perceptually or linguis- 
tically deficient. \A's with'klndergaftensr this program can be 
most effectively imp^lemented .in steps." Planning and imolemen-^ - 
tation of this iriWt arp,.^of course, dlependent unon passage of 
the legislation an^fundina of the programs identified 'therein, ^' 
'The^State has organized -a Task' Force /.ommittee coipposed.of state 
and local early^j^childhood^'^education perionneli 'This. corkiittee 
^ evaluated* ahd reviewed the state's Mrly fchlTphood education : 

program and determined its needs,^ -^rthfer, the coordination of 
/'^r-j^ services to yoOnq childreti is plan^ned^' with the Department of 
/^ii/ -TIT" Humjg^n^esources. College proqraiM^and the in-servlcie ^raUinq 

f are also being j)lanned. , . 





ERIC 
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Needs \ * ^ ' , " ^ - • / 

The State Board of Education and^ the Local ^EducatiotKAgency 
coordinate the programs -.serving young, handicapped children* The ' 
Department of Research ands^Development, uSing'ijiformation from ^- 
local agencies, .a^s'sesses the program needs. Handicapped children \ 
from 0-? years,ay€:,,in need of service now, arfd 'more* certified' 
personnel ai^g neede^f to work wit.h the early childhood ..handicapped • 
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Ipqislation and Currgjnt Programs 

Hawaii Revised Statutes, Vol. 4, Chapter 301, Part II, desiq 
nates the Denartjiipnt of Education and the Hepartment of Health 
as the implenentina' aqencies for services to exceptional children 
Fxcentional children are children under twenty years of aqe who: 
Jl) deviate from the so-called normal person in physical, menta^ 
s.oclal, or enotional characteristics or abilities to juch an 
' extent l^jat specialized training, techniques, and equipment are 
^ required, (?) v/ho,'/or reason of physical defects, cannot attend 
reaular public school classes, (3) or who are .emotjonally mal- 
adjusted or intellectually Incapable of profiting from ordinary 
instructional methods. 

Special education is provirfed^by the Department of Education 
tjfirough proqrams in regular, public schools, special education 
schools, and licensed private special ediication schools by con- 
tract 'with tHe school district*. These proarams are designed 
specifically for tHe following administrative categories: Blind, 
Deaf, Rlind/neaf, Bnotionally Handicapped, Fducable Mentally 
Retarded, Ha rd-pf -Hearing, Orthopedically Handicapped, Partially 
Siqf>tpd,^^pecial Learning Disabilities, and Trainable Mentally 
.Retarded, ' Fducational services are available to all students of 
coniDulsory school- aqe in the. designate categories or^ exception- 
alities. Limited educational services are provided to preschool 
students in^categories of hearirjci handicaps, trainable mentally 
retarded, and deaf/bl ind.'/ Service responsibilities of jihe 
^ei^^Ttment of Health have not be6n clarified. 

Plans • : ' • ' 

.} ' ■ ■ ■ - 

/The Special Ediu:ation Branch, w^h the assistance of the 
Manatfppie^t Aoaly^is Center, has begun to develop the State Plan 
> for Special, Pducation, There are- indications that the plan 
\ would include early educational ^programs for the, handicapped, in 
coordipatjon with other* departments and agencies. The oTanninq 
group. are incTSding ac|^vities with key publics' and officials 
tq. assure ^involvement in such areas as legislation, funding, data 
\Col1eCtion, evaluation, program implwientation, &nd coordination, 
• This planairtg activity is e>ipect.ed to^be completed by late 1974, 



Needs - \ 



Specified need^ id^ntifi^d by the'^state include: (1) screen 
ing an^identifylng yo^g, handicapped. children;/(2) developing 
and maintaining a'qen/rSil .registry of handicapped children; and 
"(3) cljrifying tfTe role and re's'ponsiB^l fty 6f the Department of 
Healtlrfor pr^iding services to, handicapped children. 



Legislation and Current. Programs . 

* Idaho does not have general legislation far ftoanq, ,'handj- 
cappect children. There is legislation for children .6r;af years of 
age, and deaf and blind children 4-21 years of acr^. the primary 
'proqraj^^for the-deaf and blind children is the'^ate School for 
the Deaf .and Blind. w 

Plans " ' ' ^A; - 

The state is planning to hav€ legislation introduced for 
younq, handicapped ch.ildren irv 1974*. - \ / 

Needs * ' ' . 

the state htfs specified a aeed for fundin^g fornprograms for 
young handicapped children. The State Agency needs, to conduct 
an assessment on the 0-6 age group and then us^ theVeftilting data 
to support a reques,t for legislation and fund$. ^ * ^ 



it . 

ILLINOIS 



Legislation and Current ProcK'aitis ' ' ' 

^ Article 14 of the Jll inois School Code provides comprehensive 
coverage for exceptiona^l chi-Jdreri, ages S-^U .The Implementing^, ' 
agenqy for Tte^jislated programs is the Office of Public Instruction 
an4 Pub! ig. Schools. A wide r-ange of programs* and implementation 
support, with the:exceptio^ of.tprta.T funding, a-^e provided "by the 
Illinois legislation wnkh'a'lso mandtftes:^that all public schocls 
^erve handicapped children agefd 3-21. /''-^ 

'Plans 

i v/ Plans are underway to qontinue the implementation of pro^ . 
grams mandated under Article' 14. The following time-line is ! 
projected for com^ffleting implementation: T972-73, 101. fnplemen- 
tation; 1973-74, 35% 'implementatia?ipl974-75, B5% implementation, 
and 1975-76, 100?! implementation, . • 

Needs . ' ^^'"'V'^, ^--^ ' 

^ the state has specified the foil Swing "needs: (1) legislation 
to serve handicapped children 0-3, (2) additional: funding for 
presently m^andated programs, (3) more coordination with state ^ 
agenctes, ajni (4) planning time to deal with present and proposed 
programs. \ ' • 
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INDIANA 



1 . 

..,-4 

. . • , \) I - 
Leqisiatiofi and Current Programs ^ 

Special Education in Indiana is currently being conducted ^ 
primarily- under letiislation contained in Chapter 396, Acts of 
19f9, which state that handicapping conditions shall be defined 
by the rules and regulations of the State Board of Education, 
At present, the following conditions are specified: speech ^ 
handicapped, visually handicapped, physically handicapped, 
trainable P]enta4>ljL_retarded, educable- mentally retarded, hearing- 
ii;ipaired, and emotionally disturbed. The following additions hav 
beeh proposed to the current rules and regulations: multiply 
handicapped, learning disabled, and severely and profoundly^ re- 
tarded. The Indiana Department o^ Public Instruction is 'the 
implementinq agency under this legislation. 

These acts also specify that schools shall -be required to • 
provide appropriate education services for all handitapped chil- 
dren aTter September 1, 1973^ Thus, services are mandatory for ' 
handicapped children ages fi-18. Services are permi'ssable i'or 
handicapped childt:.en ages,n-6. . 

. Plans ^ " . / 7 

* 

Plans are underway to form an Mvisory Committee of Early 
Education of the Handicapped which would be operational by* — 
January 1974. This Advisory Committee is expected .to provide 
input into the development of prioj^ity "areas of federal programs 
at the- state TeveL for preschool handicapped by Ji/ne 1J)74, and 
will tie, involved in the development of a legislation program. . 
This latter^ activity is seen as* an on-going process, with no 
specific termination- point. Tbere are over 133,000 handicapped 
children. in .the, state of^rlndfana. By 1973-74 school y^ar the 
state will, be serving'^over 95,000 of them. Plans are underway to 
serve the total group with appropriate educational services by 
the 1974-75 school year. 

Needs - / 

• The state has indicated a need to have areas of existing 
legislation clarified. The specified roles of staie ag.enc1«s 
are not clear.. What agency, district, or; level has .financial . 
responsibility is also unclear. * The consequences/ for non- 
compliance with eJcistfng legislation .needs to.be/sp.ecif led*. In 
addition, ttje state has specified needs in the'pllowlng areas: 
.(1 }leg1slat1on, for ages 0-6, (2) legislation -d^ining handi- 
--Capptng conditTpns .f^^^ aaes 0-6_, and -(3-)^4be-dj^terminat1op of 
fiscal and/or direct responsibility for the education of all 
handicapped children. . • / . 



/ 
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Legislation and Current Programs 

Public schools are allowed to .provide early childhood edu- 
cation programs for handicapped children under cHapter 281 of " 
•the Iowa cpde. This legislation speoifsically ref&rs to children 
under five years of age with the following handi-capping condi- 
tions.^ mentally retarded, speech-impaired, hearihg-impaireti, 
■physically- impaired, vision-impaired, emotionally disturbed, and 
learning disabilities. There, is legislation to provide any type 
of program servincj the listed handic'apping conditions. ' 

V The responsibility for'implementation of educational pro- 
grams for young, hand-icapped children is placed with local and 

:.county school syst^s.-' Implementation of these programs has not 
been a priority fo»^ schooTs, gnd the degree of..implementa\tDn ha 

. been low.. \ - ^ • '\ 

'Plans and Needs \ 



The state indicates the next steps in planning and imple- 
mentHrtg early educati<^n programs for the handicapped are: 
(1) distributing infor^nation regarding the existing early child- 
hood education programs, (2) requesting that the Midwest Educa- * 
tional Resource^ Cente^ explore training inodels'for variQUS.,pro- 
jflram designs for eariy childhood education, .and (3) working 
through the difficulties caused by a legislation provision whi\:h 
allows pnly approved public schools to provide programs for hand 
icapped .children under school age. 
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KENTUCKY- 



L ogislation and €urrentv Programs , 

C In 1970 the Kentucky Revised Statute 157,200 was passed, 
^ihi^ legislatipn ?lef ines. "cHi Idren*' as all persons. iwdAr twenty- 
'one years of age. Exceptional children, ,as defined by KRS, are 
children. who differ in one or "more respects from average or nor- 
mal children in physical, mental, emotional or social character- 
istids and at)iUities to such a degree that it is impractical or 
impdssible^^^for £hem to benefit from, or participate in, the reg- 
ular or usual facilities or classroom programs of the public 
schools fn the district j'n wKich they reside. 
* * * 

The Statute places itnplementation' responsibility with the. 
Department of EdOeation, and Specifies that: "By JUlyJ, T974,* 
all coufity and independent boards of education shall operate 
special education programs to the extent\ree|uired by, and pur- 
suant to, a plan which has 'beert^^appro^^ed 'by the State Board/bf 
Education* after consideration of the Recommendations from the \ 
State. Task Force and the Human Resources Coordinating Commis- 
sion. and'Council At the present time there ha*s been jno im- < 
ple?nentation of preschool programs* for exceptional children. 



Rlans, ^ ' ■ " ' • 



A pilot kindergarten program has been planned for*- the 1973- 
1974 school year. ^At the present time, itiis.not known how^nany, 
if any, ^ of these pilot pf^ogramS will, include e^tceptional chil- . 
dren. It is believedi however^ tha*t the adoptiofv of kindergar- 
ten prorgrams for all children will make jt. easier to implement 
early education programs fdr' handica(iped cli^ldren. In addition, 
the.state. plans to use funds fr«m Title VI" Part B'to.iestablish 
early* education programs for harjd i capped^ chf Id ren. Thp evalu- 
ations received from these programs., will ' bje* used to encourage ' 
'looal school districts to implement earJy education programs fo**- 
Handicapped childreif. ^ y 

- ^ < ' * /' , - ' 

Needs^ ^ ^ > 

Jhe state has indicated that the present '^legislation tsVcom- 
prehens.ive, and thjeir primary needs are in ^he area of implemen- 
tation. . . ' ^ - • ^ ) h 



* r 



L^gtstation, and Current^ Programs 

L-i^gisTati^j^assec!'' in'^une of 1973 covers exceptional chil- 
'dren-ages 5-20. Jhis- legisbtion includes all types- of handi- 
^'^apping conditions but does not cover g'ifted children without any 
^ •handicap^ Implementation rfesponsi'bil ity has been placed with the 
Ma.ine Departme;}t of Eftti^tr^^inal and Cultural Services.- At the 
present tfme, ^uidel'3^n£s and Tegulations to implement this manda- 
. tory 'legislation are^belng developed. 



Plarf's 



P'lans are underway to (tevelop Jegisjation for early educa- 
tion for young, '^hanticapped chtildren*' this legislation will .be" 
introduced into ttie iqext* se^^sion of the legislature; Plans^afe 

'. alsip be i ag^ dfevelo Red which, wquld encourage ,1^1 school units 
to identify handicapped' thildpen and provicferearly education for 

^ them:.y^^ ( ^ \ ' 1 

'Needs ' ^ ; * ' ^ ^ / ' 

The^'state has spficili^a need for legislationfto cover all 
handicapping* conditions ^for ages 0-5 and 2,0-25. lr\ addition*, 
the .state needs, a model , tec»y#ques', and^'nsltruments to screen, 
idefifffy, and*^iagnt)se needs of young, handicapped ch;ildren. 
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MASSACHUSETTS 
♦ 



k egfslation and Current Programs ' 

--^ CurVent. legislation in Massachusetts provides for mandatory 
programs for h-^ndi.capped chiV4ren ages 5-16, and permissive pro- 
grams above 16, e)^cept for'mjntally retarded which has mandaitory 
programs to 18 y^iars of aga. The hand.icapp'ing conditions covered 
by legislation are: .tfientally retarded; emotionally disturbed, 
phy'^'ically handicapped, deaf, b>ind, aphasic, perceptually handi- 
cappejJs and speech- impaired. 'The implementing agency for pro- 
grams is the Department of Education, but regulations are jointly 
with'eittier Merrtal Health and/or Public Health^. There is pro- 
poised legislation in Massachusetts wkich would provide for pro- 
grams fdr all lianiJic^pping. conditions ag^s 3 to kindergarten age 
and 0 to kindergarten for hearing-Impaired. 

Plans and Needs * _ . 

Presently task forces in various content.areas are .drafting 
proposed regulations for^a comprehensive .special education bill 
which would give the State Department of Education full regula- 
tory power over special educatioji. The bill covers ajl 'cate-. 
*gories and conditions\ makes program provisions manda^tory, and 
includes provisioYis for assessment, programming, transportation, 
and, reimbursement policies, i.e., a total package for spec^'ial ^ 
'education, A ruling is expected in March of 1974. 

The state has almost completed regionalized, needs assess- 
ments. The result's are being^and will be used tOc develop a bet- 
ter system for allocating Title VI and PL 89-313 services. All 
activities are being conducted by the D.ivision of Special Educa- 
tion through its srx regional offices. From these needs assess- 
ment and other activities the state has specified a need for 
coordinated agency planning, to be cbupled with' retrieval tech- 
niques for the identification of preschool handicapped children 
and the delivery of services to them. 




MICHIGAN 



Legislati on and Current. Programs 

Legislation and prograriS for special education have existed 
since the 1950's, but early education was difficult until 1971 
when House Bill No. 4475 4vas passed and approved by the governor. 
Handicaps covered include, but are not limited to, rrientaV, physi- 
cal, emotional behavior, sensory, Ind speech handicaps. The leg- 
islation covers handicapped persons 0-25 years of age. The State 
Department of Education has primary. implementation responsibility, 
but the law indicated cooperation with the Department of Mental 
Health, the Department of Social Services, and other agencies. * 

The legislation provides for.^a full range of programs and 
implementation, when approval ffm the State Board of Education 
has been secured prior to their initiation'. The state indicates 
that full implemehtatipn of programs has not been accomplished, ' 
primarily Ijecause funding was not .available. However, 2,260 
preschool handicapped children are presently served by various 
programs in the state. 

Plans 

plans are underway to organize a staff committee to deter- 
mine wtet is being done in early childhood^ education, to study 
the governor's fiscal plan, and to^set up an assessment study 
hopefully through "Headstart." These activities were expected 
to be completed by summer of 1973. The next step in. planning 
is-to set up a state advisory committee fo coordinate efforts 
for early childhood education and secure advoc,ates for this ef- 
fort. Future activities will depend on the strategy of this com- - 
mittee. - ' . 

Needs " * ^ " ^ 

None specified. 
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Legis ! ition a nd Cu rrent Programs - 

Legislation passed in 1957 and , subsequently amended pro- 
vides mandatory programs for all handicapped chil^^eh ages 4^ to 
2U except mentally^ retarded chi.ldren for which th£ man^tory;.-^ ^ 
age is 5 to 21. Services to children under titese tiges is perr 
missablo. There are two criteria iftred to determine acceptance' ' 
to spectal education programs: (1) the child lias one or iflore /< 
of the designated handicapping conditions, and (2) th6 child < 
needs special instruction. 

/ > . , 

The current legislation 'provides for full implementaWon' of 
prograni<; and the Department of Education is the iiiip lamenting 
agency. The state provides funding on a percentage basis- with a 
maximum level, e.g., the state pays 50% of the cost of material ' 
and supplies up to fifty dollars per child. At the present time 
programs have- be.en imp 1 erne ntejd which are serving 70% of the 
identified handicapped children, and the state expects 100% im- ^ 
plementation by 0977. 

Plans . ' . ' ' 



A number erf planning activities are currently underway in 
the state. The major planning activity is the development and 
"implementation of a system to* identify all. handicap'ped .children' 
by 1976. 'Other planning activities are expected to prdcluce the 
following outcom'es: increased reimbursement funding from the 
s\:ate, needs assessments conducted by school districts, evalu- 
ation ^nd program review guidelines- and models developed by the 
state, and increased pre-service and in-service training. 

Heeds ' > 

Specified ffeeds by the state include: (1) mandatory legis- 
lation for services to handicapped children birth to 21 years, . 
and (2) changes in-the present legislation to give the Department 
of Education responsibility* for providing the educational 'pro- 
grams in state institutions. ^ ' 
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•• . . MISSISSIPPI- V ' ^ \ ' 

L egis l ation, and Current Programs ' ' . ^ 

Mississippi does not have legislation* for mdndator.y school 
af'endance;* however , the recent paasage of House fijll .74 and pre- 
vious legislation prbvides the legislative base for,. 4?! i^^'^y 
services to youog, handicapped children.* In addition'to speci- - 

✓fylng the handi.c^pping conditions, this^ legislation provides , up 
to $600 toward ''tuition for exceptional children to a^flenci special' 

" schools and provides payment for 60% of special educatioh' teach-^ 
ers* salaries. , ^ ^ - k 

House Bill 74 specifies the procedures by' which parents may 
initiate programs. Five or more parents of children' with simi-^ 
l*ar learning handicaps may petition th^Mocal school superin- 
tendent, who in turn asks' the .State-Department' of Education for 
permission to establish a special ^tipation class. House Bill 
74 ^came inta,effecj: July 1^ 1973, and the state is beginning 
.^p' receive requests for programs ^-However , the fu]l mpactj^ 
~ not known at the 'present ttme/ ^ , ' r 

Plans . c — ;» * 

Plans aire,,b0i.ng developed 4o request that the legislature 
.'provide sCri^port fdr ki.gderqarten programs .f op -young/ hafndicapped 
.Chi Idren. ^"^^ This type of support has been. requested previously, 
/dnd the legislature 'is expected to act by e^rly 19/4. * 

Needs ' . • ^ * - . 

The state has specified a need for legislative support for 
administrative agid program activities. addition, assefsmento 
-^have identified thelfcol lowirtg needs: (IJ k1 rfd^jjgar ten* programs,- 
(2) preschool evaluation of all children, and (3) expansion of ^ 
special education programs particularly for children who 've 
emotiona^11y disturbed or.h^ve learning disa.bilitfes. 




' \ J 

' MISSOURI 



Legislation and Current- Programs . , * ' 

Current legislation 'iR the'stste s^cifies that the board of 
education of each .schoo'l district shall provide s'peciatl education 
serv^ices for harrdicapped children 5 years of age or older;?and inay 
provide special educatjontT services fdt handicapped children un- . 
der the age of -S.* This .legislation also provi<ies that each district 
shall ^ke, or have taken, a special census of handicapped chi]dren 
under the age'of ^1 years, the State BoaV^I of Education is respon- 
ible for determining: '(V) the criteria to be' used in defining, ^ 
.handicapped children/.(2) the regulations governing the evaluation 
and assignment of children to Vrx),^ramsr*and (3) the standards for 
approval of all special education progra:ns,. - ; V 

There are a nlimber of progrdffhs available -to young, handicapped 
children, but ^e mqst comprehensive cbvepage ts at .the -kindergar- • 
ten level. /In. "acldition, there are'speeial programs in sonie public, 
school districts for pr^chool Children and some special .pr^ojects 
saving this group of, children. /Since the legislation referred to 
in this report is yery^ recent, the .stafe expects a sig;^nif icant shift, 
in ^e. pattern of services bffered. ' * 

Plans * • ' ' * ' • f . 

Planning is underway irj the fol lowing. areas: (1) development-^ 

arith-aoproval of guidelines, rules, and regwla^Sons under theTuT- 

rent legislation^\(2) development of procedures 'for initial identi.-. 
fixation of young, handicapped children,, (3) development of diag-' 
nos^tic procedures*- for the assignment ^f children to programs, and . 
(4) development of innovati^^e projects. 



Needs 



.TJiyen the reci^nt legislation and the activities currently un- 
derway relat'ihg to the^ legislation,, the state has specified three 
major needs: ' (1 ) <:oordi<iat'ion of present efforts into a compre- 
hensive statewide needs assessment program that will identify the 
han^cajj)ped and provide information necessary for. the-^ delivery of 
service's to all young children; (2=) an early screening ^program to 
identify handicapped children ages 3-5 and a. census of all handi- 
Ciapfped children ages birth to 21 years; .(3) diagnostic services 
and curriculum materials that are based upon prescriptive teach- 
ing <tectiniqlies. • ^ 



NEBRASKA /- • r 



Leqislatiofi and -Curreot Programs* ^ 

'The state has* legislation td^over all handicapping conditions 
'and: to^ provide services to children* Local schgol #<listricts are ^' 
reqtri red cto, provide •progr'Sms, and all special education programs 
must .be approved by the State Depa'^tment of Public Instruction* 
The- State Department of Education, upon rec|ues^»,shalT. provide . 
tec+inical assistance in p-lanning, programming," ^d other activi- \ 
ties required by the act. The initial, implementation date is July' 
1974*' The cost of special education programs is te| be shared 'by 
local school districts and' the otate, which will p^yup to 90^ of 
ail excess. cost. * ^ ' * > 

/out" areas of the hew legisjation represent a significant * 
.shift in the direction of the state in the field of special edu- 
cation. First, penalties are provided for; fiqncompliance With re- 
quirements of the act* Second, all school bpards are required, to 
report^to the State Department of Educatidn 'all children who reside 
in the School district who would benefit from special^ eftucation . 
programs and to propose a plan for providing such programs. Third, 
the school district shall- pay an amount equal to thjB avef*age per 
pupil cost^to the agency providing the educational program for every 
child who is a resident of the district and attending an educational 
program outside the school district* Finally, a due' process pro- 
cedure Has b^en established* within which a parent may appeal for .a 
case review to the State Department of Education. 

Plans and Needs . ^ . . ^ • 

^ All pUnnifig and needs assessments are-iti a beginning stage 
and are directed toward the .mandates of tte new legislation. 

I. - ' . - * ' 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE ' ^ ^ 
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V 



Legislation a(nd Current Programs % ^ - * , ' » 

. . < • / / „ '\ • 

.The legi^l^ive base for progr^ams in the state, at thi? writ- 
ing, seems to be in the process of changing. Present legisiatix)'n ^ ^ 
^ provides comprehensive coverage for handicapping condiJ4ons from " '0 ' 

5 t^ 21 year^ and fir deaf children from 4 to 21 years, . Propos?ed 
legislation would lower ages covered forX^ll handicapping condi- 
^ tions. Presehtlx, state -and/.local schoql agencies hayfe tlje' re- * 
^. .^ponsibil'ity fpr ^a§sign]ng children and financing programs. The . ' 
Child Welfare 'Agency has historically been responsible 7or .pre- , ' 
• school programs, facilities, and care. Jhe Office of Mental Re.- ' f ' ^ '^^ 
\ itardation has supported Child Development Centers which* primarily-. / ^ -i.^' 
"" serye handicapped childrai. The proposed' legi si ation-'would giv/T^. \' 
. ^ the special education agency more- direct responsibi<l i-fty-for pre- V - " ' ; *g 
> school handicapped children. *- * t ' . < ^^/^ *' - ^ 

Under present legislation several hundred cnildrln are^ fa^ng":^^^ : ^ 
served; ^however, the service is very uneven. ^.The sta?^ indicat^fe ' ' 
that if "^comprehensive program coverage is to.make'a difference^: ' / 
'then 'quality as well as quantity must be an iss^eV? .ftrthermore,^ ^ * \\\ ^' 
the prirjiary issue is the availability of resocirce$: ^'tf* states afid/ •* * ^ ] 

or federal- funds are not increased significatitly, >then'a fulj;. \ ^* 

^ range of ^quaVity programs for all young, handicap.pedXhildrefJ^T? y.^'**' 
not possible. in the ijimediate future. f : : 

' flans • J ^ . ' ' ^ \ 



• ' Present} efforts-tare directed toward the formation of a multi- ^ 

agency .planning grpdp which would be expetted to address the fol- 
lowing issues: (l) establish areas 'of activities a'nd.respo^nsi- 
bilities fon various agencie*s;*-(2) involve the delivery staff in 
formulating objectives, processes,'' and criteria; and (3) develop 
a Idhg-range plan including an implementation strategy. This ef- 
fort is ex"pected' to take one year. 

Needs » ^ . " , 

Present needs assessment activities have produced -the follow- ^ 
ing recommendations:. (1) The* identification of handicapped or po- 
* teatially handiceipped children should employ local sources such as 
^' pediatricians, hospital staff, local visiting nurses, welfare work- 

ers, and 'other social service agencies aM working together to for- 
ward information to the appropriate planning and delivery agencies; 
and (?)'lfew Hampshire is developing a regional multi-service system 
within which the person who makes contact should assunie advocacy 
for the child and continue the effort until each' agency participates 
to the fullest extent.* ^ ^ ' . 
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\ teq^slatidn .and^ Current Progf^ams ' ' 

Vi* . ^ . ^, Legislation s^cifically requires eagfe^lofal School district 

% '^'J tO'tdentif^ and clas^fy'a]! handicapped children between the ages 

*-^! < 'Jof 5 jand 20 anit tcr provide appropriate educational programs for 

^ /'r^them.^ Beyond* tffis', thejdcal public school'district may identify 

' ' r • and'cjlas^ify handicapped' children belpw the^age of 5 and beyond 

Jl^ "-^'.^'the age of ^0 and may ,Brovi^^'"^ proar^ms to 

• ' • t'Viis 'g^roupj;. -There ^''proposeci^legi^lation' to assu/e implementation 
' . r ' of jpre^phool, programs^ an^ rdrimburserifent of the costs of th'i'ser- 

• ' vices ^of.n^dnd'iiapped^ chjldre be^ow the age of five/* , 

. ; . K 'V ■ ' . * 

n , ■ • program^ reqi^ired by the^ existing legisilation 'hav^ been . 

' . /'fuTly implemented Ther^Vre s^mejocal districts and* some special 
I ' projects: whicj] provide ^programs* for ctiildren below the age of fiv^. 

. P lans J * - y ' ' 

, , The Governor of New Jersey^ has made available $600^,000 in ex- 
tra-ordinary funds .for th^ Department of Education td initiate 
pilot projects for pre-school handicapiped children. These funds ^ 
ape i-ff.the current .FY '1974 bodgef, The'Branch of-Special Education 
^ ISmd Pup^l Personnel Services, has cipdertaken a series, of steps to' ^ ^ 
p * assist ^local' districts with the implementation of Jthe pilot pro- 

jects in Sept.embsr 197^4^- At the present time, there is no \pdi- 
' ^ cation as to whethei^* Wiese extra-ordinary funds will be continued 

in Fr\975; tM future oT'^reschool fecial education is somewhat • 
dependent upon the legislation whith has been previously mentioned. 
' ' * ' ' ^ ^1 ' ' • 

)r Pilot projects for pre-s'JhoGtl aged handicapped '^hildrl^n will 

be developed within the following context: 

1. * [^Unds^ have been set .aside fpr tfie^ employment of .a con-.- 
i : ^saltant in 9re-t$chool/jlducation for the hdndicapped tg 
r , ' • \/ help the Branch of Speda.T Education and Pupil Pe**son-'' * 

^ • . J. ^nel Services* coordinate implemenf^tion of pilot pro-. ^ ^ 

^ jects and of programs to^be 'developed, in the future: 

* . 2^^A paVent^'training component ha5,been set up in'cbopfer- "\ 
ation with Rutgers University,. This component will 
assume responsibility for^i'mpVementing and developing 
. of a two-fold parent-training program, 

" (a) The program will assist parents whose 'Children are 
enrolled -in funded pilot projects, 

> jb) The progr^am will assist parents who have pre-school 
. ' ^ ' aged handicapped children who are not enrolled in 

' pilot projects,* (It is anticipated that a minimum 
^ ♦ of 400 parents will be involved,) 



3. Four major pilot projects will b£ funded to. serve as ^ 
d^onstratlcn centers. These ^project;^s will be strategic- 
ally located throughout the St'a^te so that they may becojne 
arenas for change, as well as agents for providing 
technical rind consultant assistance to other pilot pro- 
ejects 'in their nslated geographic regiX)ns. % 
» ' ' «• . ^ 

, • 4* A sufficient rfumber of* pilot projects wil? be fundad to 
pv^ovitle direct and indirect services to a limited number 
of preschool' aged handicapped children in each of the . 
. twenty-one' counties iri New Jersey. H is anticipated 

that approximately fi]ve percent of these children nray, be^, 
^ provided services through this extra-ordinary budget 
appropriation. /' 

•• ~ /. 

Needs ^ ^ / 

Present legislative fiejsds could be met through passage of ' 
ttie legislation previously referred to in thi-s report. .^The ideifi- 
tification of .other .fieeds i%now in progress. The Department c/f 
Education, Comraissiajfer*s Advisory Council for the Jtepdi capped/ • 
has a Committee conderfted with early education for the handicapped 
This Committee is a coordinating agency as well as advisory 
group* and their specific target is an estimated 12,000 preschool 
aged handicapped children. It is expected that this^' Committee 
will identify additional needs. * , / ' 
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- NEW MEXICO • 



Legislation and Currjggt Programs - ^ - , ^ ^ ^ 
► ** * ' * J' 

A Spdcial^^uca.ti'bn*'for^y6un2i handicapped children is now cori^ 
ducked under "thfe-prdvls ions ofXHousie Bi^l 360, passed Mn th? first 
session- cf^ the 3.\st leg^lslatujce in U73, The implementing agency, 
Voc pVogf:afns is the StatV Department of Educatiorr, The legislation 
provides mamdatory services fi^r,all childrerr-^who havp attained 
tbe'ir sixth birthda^ p^ior to September 1 of the school year. Par- 
^enty^)): ogther groups may request services 'for;;^ages below 6, but 
services are ndt mandated?at tHis'time, v " 

• ' . ■ ; - / - 'f^ 

'^arly childhood, e^catiqn, is defined.as pre-elementary pro- 
gramsr which are est^bTished)by"^16cal- schbol>YJistHcts.' *TJie*leg>s- 
IqHori (foes not make* attenderice to these programs mandatory; > how-.. • 
eyeif", th^-Depar^mer^l- of E^uc,§ition has been mandated /to provide ao,.^ 
afinifa^J y*epont of exTsting*^neWis- ^ Early childheod programs are to' 
be. progressively phased j'n,/w4-th full iwplemenUtioh by Septembe 
1977* - The'Stafe has provided,$800,000 for thetirsf't phase, which 
is'to take.^pla'c'e during the^ 1973-1974 ac^idemic yeajr. Thfise 'funds' 
willVbe used .primarily to establish /egular kindeirgarten programs. 
These^funds^ do not have a portiph of them whMch is specified for 
t'he e^ycatioa of youngt handicapped* children, , ^ 

>l4ns^ ^- ' y . ' ' 

The State is developing a 'plan for the delK'er'V of special edu 
cation services.. The p43n includes,, but'does not .specifically plan 
for, the delivery of s,ervices to pre-schoql handicapped children/ 
The delivery of servic^es to young, handicapped children, due to in- 
adequate funds, has a low pri;)rity» 

Needs ' . " / ' 

A cormittee pf parents, educators, and community leaders re- 
ported that the single most, critical .problem facing Special £duca^ 
tion In New Mexico generally was the 1derttificat1x)n of children who 
needed special education , services an^d the determination of what' 
kinds of services are needed by^t-his group. In addition, the spe- 
cial educatij^n' 6f ^pre-s(^pol hanciigapped childrai- needs both a leg- 
islative and a financial*base, ^ » \, * 



Pre-school programming within ^the public sector is, at this 
tiflie, a no'n -mandated service, except for^bljnd, deaf, and d6af/' • / 
blirfd children. The law states that deaf childrenS^s yourtg. as c3 
are '.eligible for state* supported prograni^. Blind children-are 
ej^igible for pre-^'^chojDl programming in State operated and -State 
supported sx:hools for the blind. In September 1973, -pre-school 
programming for orthopedical Ty hai^icapped 'three and four-year 
old children will be initiated at ttie Hurtian, Resourfce School in 
Alb^rtsan, Long IsVanxl. The tounfy. and the-State £ducatioh-J)e- 
p^rtment are equally sharing the ,_costs-of this program.^ Addi-' 
tionatTy,' New Yo»*1< G-ity provides schools for deaf -children between 
the ages of^ year^ ^rid 8 months. Approximately half of^the qost 
of this eduction is provoided jiy State fdnds. Legislation passed 
in 1973 authorized school districts to prqvicle i?istfuctit)Trfor 
mentally hand'icapped chi^ldren (with I,Q.' of less than 50) from 
ages ,3 to 4. ^ ■. ' . ^ v > 

f- The state has a number of programs for pra-school handicapped 
children, too many to make a specific lifting desirableo However, 
according tq a recent study,- only one-half of the handicapped 
children in the^state aVe enrolled in school programs. The time- 
line -for implementation of services to- alii chil (Ir^n is five jtears. 

Plans ' . ' . ' : ' ' ' ^ " - 



Jhe state Kas been divided into 13 regions. Planning is nfew 
underway to develop'a state plan for education of the handicapped 
and tp establish diagnostic, prescriptive, and support senvices 
within theM3 regions. Thfese activities are expected to be com- 
pleted by June 1974. By January J 975, tf^e state expects to "have 
esljablished early childhood education -programs in regional educa-{ 
. tion centers and in large urban .centers. In addition, statewide 
pl^^nfiing for deaf and blind children^^is expecte^I to be completed 
.by September 1974. ^ 

... . ' ^ 

Needs - % 

'^^-irst, recently through the efforts' of a statewide task*^rce, 
extensive data collection took place regionally, data were jol- 
yJected on all types arid ages of h^andi capped children ia order to^'asr 
certain the numbers, types,. and^ocation of these *dlfiliiren., In*'ad- 
dition, data were colVected^on the programs, manpqVJi^r^, and resource 
needs necessary for dealing with problems wi,thSn each of the regions 
an^ recqnimendations were made for action at |:he state Ipvel.. ^ 

Second', a priority need for the future will be the loc^tiicyi,^ 
diagnosis, and programming for pre-school handicapped childre'n. / 
In addition,- the state has specified a»need for legislation ancl. 
funding support to provide a variety ofiprograms for handicapped 
children from birth to a^e 21.' ^ ' . : ^ , ' 
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^ NQRJH CAROLINA ' 



Legislation and Current Programs 

Services for young, handicapped children aow operate, ^dpr 
the provisions of Education for Hearting Impaired Children fh the 
P'jblic Schools: ^L 115-315J, 1969. The implementing agencies .for 
'this legislation are the State Superintendent of ^Public Instruction, 
the State Board of Education, and North Carolina 'Public Schools, 
Legislation introduced, but not yet^passed, in the 1974 session of 
the North Carolina General .Assembly would permit l,ocal school build- 
ings to ado^pt rules and regulations permi,tting kindergarten and . ' 
third grade pupils tcr attend school for Tess than, six hours per 
day. The' proposed legislation is not' restricted to the handicapp- 
ed, but would include any handicapped children jn'the programs. 
Existing legislation ma^kes it possible for first and second grade ' 
children to attend school far les.s than six hours per day. 

Implemented during the 1969-70 schoolyear, 'this -legislation 
is permissive rath^er than mandatory ;and provides coverage* for pre- 
school age, hearing-impaired children (including botfi deaf and Ijard- 
ofrhe^ring) between the ages of one and six, and for hard-of-hearing 
children of school age. Also' provided are education programs for ^ 
hearing-impaired children in pulillc-day schools, and J deittifi cation 
^and professional evaluation of preschool childV^n who"* Jiave impa'ir- 
**ed hearing. , ^' ^ > 

A number of other programs ^erve young liandicapped children; * 
there- are' pfpgrams for s^chool afle children (agfes 6-8) with various 
handicaps-, and «prograins for over 550 children (ages 0-3) with var- 
ious handicaps. Under Title IV-A of the Developmental Disabilities 
Services Act, there are 57 'day care centers (prijnarily private ^non- 
prof it) serving 'Over 900 mentally retarded preschool age children. 

Plans , • * ' ; ' ' ' ^ - - - 

The Sjta^te did not Identify any specific plans. ", . ^ 

Needs ; , ' • * 

The State idefitif fed "a need for 1^gi^.lation^which would pro- 
.vtde- services .'for' all pfesQhool handlcapped*children other thc^n * , 
those who are Kearing-impaired and covered under the existing 'le^- ' 
islation. • . ^ ' • ^. 




• . * * . NORTH DAKOTA ' / - ^ 

legi s U t1 op; and Curren t .Programs \ • ' ' . 

The state has a^leglslative mandate t^^ provide services to ^ 
all handicapped chiToVen school age to 21 years* Jher^.is per- ' 
missive -legislation for JcifSdergartens .at the Vocal level and for • 
programs, for the gifted. The penn-issive legislation doeis.'not 
spectfy programs or funding for^young, hanjJicapped^ ch^Jdrfen. ' , 

f ^ • ' * • ^ . ^ \ 

T^er.fe are a Variety of programs, for young, ^handlcapped.chij- ' 
dren in the state which are housed in a varn;ety of a^enci^s, e.g.,, 
programs' are funded by public schools aruj stat> Social Ser\/>ces* - 
Depar'tment andiby private, state and federal agencies/r-A ^reeSse 
statement i^ not i^vail^ble on the, number of young,, handifcftpped 
children being"* served or the Svze of the group not tjeing served,^ 

Plans . . • \4 . 

. ' The $tate has specified the fo.lli)w.ing next^steps in planning: 
.(1) by June 1974, to develop with other agencies a mutually 'Agreed 
upon sharing.of functions and Responsibilities fo'r separate as- * • 
pects- oj^ preschool evaluaiion-and program planning, and evaluation; 
(2) by JulyJ974, to develgp a reCcJmrhended .v^er^es .of' procedures' 
for schpol distriicti^ use fn identifying chiWren ^at the, pre- 
school level witysf^jfi^idl needs, and \to help t^'e school distrfcts 
include th^se^ procedureis and ^"interagency cqopeVation in their local 
special ^duca-t^on. plans;* (3) 'by November 1976,* tp deyeT^)p a pre*- 
school education package for consndefation by the 1977 legisla*iii^€i, 
based on 15 months. of study of^ identification, jSVograms', Sttaf^injg,' 
evaluation, and funding.. . * . ^ ; * 

Needs . * • / ' • . , ^ * ^ 

. ^ / ' • " /* 

The state has, ^s^ggcif led the f*ll9wing needs: *(1) legislation 
for all yourrg, handicapped children from birth to years includ- 
ing provisions 'for speicificatipn , of the responsibility xpf individ- 
'ual agencies, and a full ran^e'oY programs with ipplementetioh 
^authority; .(2) a system for identifying and programming^ for^ pre- 
school chi1dref\; arid (3) funding which would stimulate activity in 
.identification of need, acceptance of the idea oft service to pre- 
*scbool ch^ildi^n^, an^ staff developii^^nt. " ^' 



OHIO 



Legislation and Current Programs 

''Section' ^323.01Vo,f ^e Ohio Revised Code mandates'^hat each . 
school' district must have a plan approved by' the Hate Board of 
<• Education , which provides for the necessary identificatien, p]5fce- 
• ment-, progr*ams, and's^^rvices^fof all handicapped children of school 
age. Other legislation mandates that each §chool district must > 
offer icindergarten programs by, September 30, 1975. Section 3323**01^ 
R.'C/autho^jzes classes for deaf or blind/children over the age of 
''three, and for^ physical ly, emotionally, or mentally handicapped 
children oyer the age 'of five. This legislation authorizes that-, 
' experimental classes and services may be approved by the State 
,>*8oard of Education fpr han4icapped c^ ;idren frojrr "birth'. and provides 
, authorization Tor supportive and special instrui^tional, services, • 
^ including counseling service to parents. ^ , ^ 

^asfed dn population estimates, incidence rates, and present 
\ services available to^pre-schqol handicapped cTiildren in putlic 
school classes in 1973, the sta,te estimates that it is serving in 
« public school classes, (1) 41.7^per cent .of the 3, 4, a>Kl 5- year 
^ old childrep who are deaf or hard of hearing^; (2) 36.5 per. cent of 
the visually impaired 3, 4^, and 5 year olds; (3) 48 perxent^qf the 
deaf and 4)1 ind children ages birth to 6 yeaVs; (4) 48 per. cent of 
•the cri'ppled children who ^are 5 years pld; (5) OJ per cent of the 
5 year-old chiVdren who are'educable mentally retarded, and (6) 0.1 
per rtmt of the 5*year-old children* with some learning disa'bility . 
on behavioral disorder-i Young, handicapped x:hil dren other than 
\ those previously listfed could not be served until the 1973 revision 
' \ of thje Ol^io Code.. Experimental programs- are .now authorized, but 
\m approiipations "have been made for the FY 74 and" FY 7t, 



xDhio has developed plans for early childhoo.d programs and ser- 
vices\f6r ha/idicapped children. Full implenjgntation of these plans 
,jwill depend op 'the availability'of funds. The greatest need in 
funding\at the, present time Jin order to proceed with the planO is 
for staff »"nembers. ^ For almost three years the^-OiAnsion of .Special 
Education has had a 'task force qn_ear4y'^ucat,ion with the following 
objgctives^^ (1) to keep-a-xOfFent information file on .legislation, 
appropriatipns, aRp>oved pro jecWv ond federa" and state priorities', 
and to communicate such information to appropriate, school , parents, " 
and department personnel, (2) to pro^Hde a revi,ew process for env^- • , 
couraging and eyalua'ting .eatrJy chil4hood proposals from Ohio; (3) td*' 
encourage elig'^'^ole agencies to submit appropriate appl icationS; 
(4) to^^ass.ist school districts who have submitted proposal s to 
other agencies, \without success, -to^ rewrite them/in terms'of Title. 
III. Title -VI-B, 'and other federal funding sources; (5)- to monitor - 
carly childhood projects which have been funded and, (6) to assist \ 
school djstrf^t fn exp,loring early childhood-programs based on re- 
cently passed lfegi^,a^ion. , ' 
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A -number of planning activities and other actions t^po^^tant 
to early childhaod programs for haricTicapped children in Ohio have 
. 'taken plac|OF are, planned. ' In August 1973, the Ohio Legislature 
cfianged existing' law to permit experimental ear.ly education classes 
.-and services. A similar bill al^ recommended by the State Board 
% w^ls sigf^ed \x\\i law making kindergarten programs manciatory. For 
^. 1974, $60,000 of state* teacher trainitig funds has been committed 
for early childhood programs in school psychology, and. in 1975 the 
university wirTl pick up this program. 

' ' ' K i 

'Section 3321.100 of the Ohio Revised Code mandates that each 
schoal* district have approva&le plan to meet t;he needs of all 
handicapped children of legal school age. These plans will include 
programs' based Qrv incidence f igures^'Cincluding verified childrep 
for. low incidence programs) in all areas of the handicapped. Ex- 
'trapolations have been made, from- these incidence.^figures to estimate 
the numbers of preschoal children needing service, and the legal 
age preschool xhildren^ still -nfeeding ser^vices. Planning for S'ec- 
*t1oh 3323.011 is " needs assessment^ and ^extrapolations" have been 
, made for preschot eeds. C)n the ba^is of national and state re- 
search, th^ state', is'assisted scfhool districts in applying for 
federal descretionary funds to support programs. ^ 

\* . > ' ' In program Implementation -^in {tjeJow;in^idence areas, a high 
pritinity continues for funding clajs^ for deaf ^and blind' 3 to 5 ' 
year olds, and "for .funding prim<}ry' (&fa^es K-^) tlasses for crip- 
pled children. For EMR and learning disabilities, priorities are 
at the primary grades; thus, 'earlj^- childhood has a relatively lower 



priop ty. 
Needs 



The stiate has identified needs in two major areas: (1) leg- 
islation to provide services to all y^trng, handicapped children, 
and (2) sufficient funding to develop and provide programs for 
young, handicapped children. In addition, tlie ;s^ate has indicated 
a peed for fleveloping a state master plaa for children below the 
. current mandatory school age. ' : *' • 
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OKLAHOMA 

/ 

« 

Legislation and Current Programs 

Legislation provides a base for services to deaf, hard of 
hearing, blind and partially sighted children ages 2 to 21 . Chil- 
dren with other handicaps are provided services from ages 4 to 21. 
The legislation provides for all types of programs and specifies/ 
the State Department of Education as the implementing agency. 

Programs are now funded to meet approximately 50 per cent of 
the needs of the legislatively defined groups, and it is projected 
*that services will be fully implemented tp this group by 1980.' ' 
The time line for implementation, however, could shift because the 
primary implementation need is funding. 

*• • 
Plans t ' . 

Plans 'are available, or planning is .underway in the fallowing 
areas: /(I) model .programs for early education to youag, 'handicapped 
children, to be completed by July 1974;- (2) implementation of 30d/^ 
new units for-^each of the next three years; (3) the development of 
diagnostic and prescriptive teaching units to be initiated in 1973; 
and (4) the cdntinuation of prpgram implementation as funds bectfme 
available. ^ , . 

A number of .needs assessment activities are being planned in 
the state, the most comprehensive of which itivolves all local edu- 
ca'tion associations working within their cortimunities to arrive at 
a total needs assessment for the local communities. 

Needs „ ^ o 

The ^tate has specified the following needs: (1) additional 
funding to meet the^ full -service mandate; (2) authorization and. 
"funding |for teacher training; and (3) support jn deve1opin*g and ' - 
maintaining a unified; comprehensive^ system for keeping records on 
al L handicapped children. • * 





PENNSYLVANIA 



Legislatioa and Current Programs 

At t!^e present time, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is un- 
able to p'^ovide programs and services to pre-school handicapped 
children, unless they'^come under Pennsylvania School Law in Sec- 
tion 1376-13. This legislation provides for the cost of tuition 
and maint-'.ance in approved schools of^hildren with the following 
/ handicapping conditions: blind, .deaf. Cerebral palsy, brain damaged^ 
or musculaY dystrophy, and social or emotionally disturbed. 



/ 

/ 



^ Plans 

, Jhe major areas* of concentration in pre-school activfties^are 
designed to implement model and pilot projects in the intermediate * 
units in the state. These model and pilot projects are expected 
to answer the many questions which the state has regarding^ future 
planning. In addition, these model and pilot projects aj^e expected 
to provide strategies for the implementation of pre-school programs. 

/ 

' Needs - . \ . ' . 

During the past five years, the Division of Special Education 
has funded 29 pre-school projects a year in the intermediate unit 
. using Title. VI-B , funds. The state indicates that this method of 
impacting on young children has been a successful way of determin- 
ing needs such as: contract procedures, coordination of agencies,^ 
identification of 'children, cost analysis,, facilities, and staff- 
;ing. The state has also identified a specific nteed for comprehen- 
\siv£r legislation across all handicapping conditions for pre-school 
*>.childr*en in public and private agencies. 




SOUTH CAROLINA^ 



Legislatiort and Current Pragrams 



j The state has mandatory, legislatipn to establish programs for 
handicapped children in the public schools. Children are eligible 
for services from ages 6 to 21 inclusive, except for children with 
hearing impairments who are iligible at age %ur*, " 

•The South Carolina Department of Education has a time schedule 
with respect to full implementation; however, there is some question 
as to when the mandate will be in effect since a five year p^Jan is 
required of each local district. All local school^districts hav^- ' 
submitted five year plans to 'the state office and update these . 
plans each year with a report of present status and future plans* 

Plans . ^ . * " 

^ None specified. 
Needs * 

None specified. . ' , ' 

• C 



V 



Legislation and Current Programs ' . ^ ^ 

Programs anil ^se^vices for exceptional children are regulated 
by SDCL; Chapter 13-37. This law, which/became effective Jitly 1 , 
1969, places the responsibility for programs for.exceptt^onal 
children ;v^'th the local school district. Authority for'programs 
and services cbmes form the Division, of Elementary and Secondary 
Education. Coverage of this law. is. for children. 0-21, who, be- 
cause of physical and/or mental conditions, are npt provided for 
in. the usual school settfng. / ' 

There afe a number 6f programs serving preschool children. 
Under the legislation, preschool programs at the rat^ of three'to 
five each year are to, be implemented beginning in 1974. 

'^Plans . ^ " - 

South Dakota is in the process of developing a comprehensive 
plan for statewide educatipn to young, handicapped children. * . 
This plan is comprehensive up *tiO and including a timeline for 
full implementation of services to all handicapped children. 

Needs ^ ' . 

The state has identified their primary need as the funding 
to support the comprehensive plan; for young, handicapped children. 
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JENNESSEE 



Legislation and Current Programs ^ ^ 

Recent legislation has mandated programs for-all hahdicapped> 
children ages 4 through 21 except deaf ctiildren (ages 3 to 21),: ^ 
for whom programs have been provided by earlier legislation/^ 
This ^previous legislation specified the age coverage' as schboV 
age to ^21 years,/ except deaf children for whom programs were to 
be provided from '3 to 21 years.-^- Because* of some confusion of 
terms in the new legislation and a question about the constitu- 
tionality of that legislation, pr^ograms now operate under both 
thQ new legislation and the previous legislatiori. 

Understanding the nature of the legislative situation is a 
condition for understanding cyrrent programs in the state. Pro- 
grams and services provided under the previous legislation are 
fully implemented to the fextent of^ available funds. Other 
activities, related to the new legislation have also^ begun, such 
as the identification of children," staff, facilities, and evalua- 
tion procedures. However direc-t' ser.vices to chfldren are being 
offered under the new legislation only on- a limited special pro- 
ject basis. At this writing litigation was in progress. What 
I impact that litigatior>synll have on programs and plannjng in 
Tennessee we de^re not sp&culate. ' 

Plans : * 

- -r-Sp^^ns are underway to continue th*6 implementation of. .early • 
childhood programs for exceptional fhildrenl Activities have 
i>een planned and initiated in the following areas: (1) surveys 
of children, personnel, and facilities, (2) teacher training, 
(3) special grants to provide, services-, (4) proitisions for local 
supervision, (5) evaluation and diagnostic services, (6) plans 
developed by the local education agency, *and (7) cooperative 
undertakings which are being explored and -developed for the pro- 
vision of services. , , 
• * - 

The state haS plans for the following three outcomes': (1) ' ^ 
by 1974-75 handicapped children will be in regular kindergarten 
programs and resource personnel needed to make It a success will 
be provided; (2) by 1980 a pre-kindergarten program for severely 
handicapped children will be develd^ed; and (3) by 1980 all 
teachers of grades K-3 will be required to develop expertise in, 
programming' for handicapped children In their classrooms. . 

* 

Needs ' 

Specified needs identified by the ^state include: (1) the 
clarif ica*tion of existingslegislation and evaluation of recent 
reorganization at the st^te level; (2) development ^f an infor- 
ii.uclon system to receive^ classify, and redirect information; 
(3) development of evaluation procedures for'^^ill levels of ser- 
Viqe (e.g., state, regional, local programs) ^ and the progress of 
children; (4) Improvement pf pre- and in-service training for 
teachers; (5) increase in funding; and (,6) improvement of exist- 
'ing facilities planned to meet^the needs of the handicapped. 
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VERMONT 
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LeQislat.ion^and Current Programs 



Leqislatlon 16 VSA 2944-^5 specif ies. that services can be 
provided for any child inhabitant of the state, under 21 years, 
whose educational needs cannot be^adequately provided for through the 
usual facilities and services of public schools, school districts/ 
or state- institutions because of pbvsical or mental deviations. 
This legislation provides for a variety of -pro'grams, including^ 
early education, commissioner designated schools,' and instruction 
for temporarily or permanently homebound or hospitalized, and 
provides grants for some 'programs. The State Department of Edu- 
cation is the implementing agency; however, the responsibility , 
for the education of institutionalized children is not clear. 
Services to young, handicapped children have not been mandated 
by this legislation. ' , . 

^ • /The stat-e is in the second year of a ten year plan which is 
intended to provide comprehensive services for all handicapped 
chilclreri. There are a variety of ' programs currently offered: ^ 
the state specified some 13 programs or projects serving more than 
200 preschool children. This listing, we beHeve, was representa- 
tive of the. range^ o,f programs, rather than a total -listing of 
current programs ► ' ^ . 

Platis • • 

Within the ten 'yea^ plan fqr cotppnehensive education, the* 
state specified the development of t^ie following.: (1) more 
definitive guidelines for measurabfe definitions of , handicap^ by • 
November 1973; (2) guidel ines' for program planning, particularly " - 
the types of programs that would' be appropriate for state fundina 
by January 1974rand (3) a funding plan that is, coordinated' with 
program developtnent by February 1974. . . ^ 

Needs - ' ^ 

A special project' completed in 1972 reported: (1) the num- 
ber, of * Vermont children 0-fi (births 1966-1971 was 46,930); (2) • 
thp number of documented handicapped age 0-6 was 488; and (3) ' - 
the. numl^er. of han^licapped age 0-6 served in full time, programs t 
was 171, The state assumes there are many more handicapped" , ; 
children and that there is a need to de^velop techniques to 
identify them. 
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VIRGINIA 



% ■ , , \ j' ■ ~ 

Leqislation and Current. Programs ■ , ' ■ ' 

— . \ • - ' ^ ^ ' ^ 

In 1972 the GenWal Assemlly of Virginia (Senate Bill 143, 
22-9.1) mandated the ft^ard of Education "jointly and in coopera- 
xtion with each school division" to assume the responsibility for' 
educating all handicapped children ages 2-21 residing in the 
state, this legislation provides coverage far all handicapped 
children except those who are deaf and hard of hearing; these 
children are covered by legislation pa'ssed in 1970, 

In the 1972 legislatipn.. special education is defined as 
classroom, 'home, hospital, institutional, or oth^r instruction 
designed to meet the needs of handicapped children; It is also 

^ the transportation,, and corrective' and supporting services re- 
quired to help handicapped children take advantage of, or respond 
to, educational programs and opportunities. Programs" under this' 

>^ legislation are to be implemented by the 1976-77 school year. 

There is little information currently available at the state 
level -on programs for young, handicapped children, Howeven., it , 
is known that tbe response to mandated legislation in 
1^70 increased early intervention programs for the*deaf or 
hearing- impaired; some parent groups have e,stablished t)re-school 
programs, for the particular exceptionality they represent; three 
projects funded under th'e provisions of P,L, 91-230 Title VI-C,* 
Early Education for Handicapped Children, have been operational; 
and at least one school division has lowered its entry age below 
that of age required for enroll mien t^^in kindergarten programs. 

Plans . ^ 

I * » ■■ — * ' * 

Virginia is developing a comprehens-iye state plan for the 
Education :of young. handicapped children. Thi,s plan is intended 
to reflect the overall goals of the state concerning its. young 
^ handicapped population: to provide a program of at least 
minimum service to every handicapped^child below age 5, and to 
.encourage the development of a comprehensive range of services 
to appropriately meet the needs of young, handicapped children, 
' The state expects to, have the. plan completed and approved by 
the" end af 1973. Assuming the completion and approva^l of the 
state plan, two major steps planned: (1) to develop by 
' August 1974 the program and*to train tjie personnel in each schopT 
division'to implement the program; apd (2) to develop the* mecha- 
nism for full implementation of services to young, handicanped 
children by September 1975. ' ' . . / 
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N eeds ^ \ 

The "state indicates needs assessment activities^ in the 
following arSas: * \ ' * • 

1. The State Department of Education is seeking information' 
on the type and extent of handicaps among children* aoes 

2 to 21/ ' r \ . 

2. The Development Disability Agency is collecting .inXprm&- 
' tion on -CP and MR children in terms of ^^g?, degree of 

handicap, ojid services provided. . \ . 

' ^ 3. The Mental Health and Mental Retardation agencies are \ 
collecting infonnation on the population in State ,\ 
Schools in ^erms of the needs to be met for de-institu- 
tionalization. 

r 4, the nocal school divisions are develop^ing a five year 

planWiich includes needs assessments of their districts. 



/ 
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islation and Current .Programs ^ , ;v . 

- Tegrslati'fon, Article 20, section '18r20-T through section 
;]8-20-5, provides for mandatory programs -^for schooj ag^e (7-16) 
handicapped children. This legislation pehnjts, services to chil- 
dren ages 3-21. The handicapping conditi.orfs ""Covered / this 
legislation ar€f comprehensive,, and the ste^te superintt».dent has 
been qiven authority to identify and approve' programs for chit- 
d^&^n who might have been .included by the legislation, The primary 
implementation agencies are the State Board of Ed^ation and/the • 
Division of Special Educ'ation. The Board of ^dutftion^^of each 
cotinty -is^nesponsible for providing educatioral faciliii^iess/* 
equipment, services, and for identifying and diagnosing hapdi-. *. 
capped children. The coui«>ty BoSrd^ of Education^ is fteqtlirefd to , 
submit to the State Superint?endenjt .an annual repdirt 6n/al/l 

special education activities. ' ^ . ~ \ /* 

• • . . / * 

k full ^ range of programs are to be implem^ted for/' the school 
age' population starting September^ 1; 1974*.* Information is 
available on the following preschool' programs: ' (l)-two home-- , 
bound programs. serve a{30ut' fifty preschob^l handicapped children; 
and (^) there are services to an 'unknown? number of ^prgschpol * f 
children with learning disabilities. The ^tate has' id&ntified a 
number of 6ther special education pj;*ojtects, but. information -is ? . 
not available on tHe number of ^preschool handicapped children'- 
served by these projects/ ' ' * - - 



Plans 



The state presently uses the annual -report from' each county 
board .of education as. one source of data for* planning. addi- 
tion, the following' source?, of data ^^1" soon be available for 
use in plarviing*: * fl)*the Department xyf Welfare 4s making a; sur- 
yey of needs of^ early childhood'age childr.en; and {2ythe Inter- 
agency Coun^tl foi; ChiTd Development Services is' engaging in - 
program development artd identification of handicapped children 
0 to 6 years, ' ' , ^ ^ 

None specified. 
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M^^ISCONSIN 



Leg i 9l a 1 1 on ' and .Current Programs; \ . 

' ' legislation ^{Ch^pter 89; Uws of 1973) requires that educa- 
tiona] programs are to be m^de avail aWe to all childrerr between 




educational s^ervice^ to^suppl^ement or re^T-a^e* regular educa'tiori^ 
The law lists specif-ac handiCappingxpondi twn? and'gives .to the 
'state'superintendent the autho^i;fc<to"determY other handi,- 
capp.ing cond'itions. ^ \ 

'This law cCfso stTpuld£4s that the -pep^rtment of; Public 
Instruction iS to be responsible /bV the^ su(>ervisi'on, coordina- 
tion, a'nd D3|nning«*of special education, including; the. develop- ' 
^.ment of^ an annual exceptional educational , needs plan,^^ Thi.s 
'ne^ds plan is to |)e d^velopjed from the individual, Tocal educa- • 
tional agency's needs plan V'hich must be filed annuall^--^ The 
implementing agency for sf)ecia^^5«ducation the Diyi^^on bf 
Handicapped Children which will be, working with thrffe agencies at 
^the local level: School Districts, Copperative Edifcational ^■ 
Service Agency, .and C6unty Handicapped ;Childif:gn's. Edu'catior> 
Board. . • ^ ^ . " " 

■ . ^ ^ ^- ^ \ ' * ' 

[ The following; types of special education prograyis are^pror ^ 
vi^ed by the legislation: ^ specia^'i^hysical ipf occuprij'ional)^ 
therapy servifces, ih-servic^ training, special school^, sections 
within schools, gru other >ajiw:oved prMpamsy home , instruction, 
family counseling services to train'18embers^'of 'the child's 
family, and iBunimer or'" y^ar-round programs. .-In acjdition, the 
la<u>eG^!£±s' the programl ta' employ certified teachers, i&th^ 
cercWed professionals or para-pr9fessionalS' pn a full\or T" ' 
part-time -basis. . , 

Sfnce the legislation is recent, ^1973-74 is to be a planning 
year.^ Full impleoientation is. expected by 1975*, however, there 
have been Implementation activities. Some firograhis, of the 
types previously listed, have been implanented, but nof in all; 
school districts. There are a number of pilx)t or model programs 
and projects within the state, .with over 50 readily identified 
by the stat?. However, the extent ^o which these programs over- 
lap^'With other effort^, and the number of children ^served by the 
^efforts of local, state, and federal projects are not readily ' ^ 
available. . i , . 



Presently, two universities are involved in trailing teach- 
ers in thQ field of preschool handicapped.. The University of 
Wisconsin— Milwaukee has a special grant-for this purpose. The 
University of Wisconsin--Stout (Menomoniq) has a Special project 
each summer for 'training ^teacher^ of the mentally retardecf in 
preschool ^activities. In a^ddition-^^-^b*^ University of Wisconsin-- 
Whitewater is exploring the possibilixy AOf training teachers for 
preschool handicapped chiidfen.. ^ . • ' 



Th^ state develt)ping plan§ for full implement^at4<rn 'pf pro- 
' gr^ms by 1975. It is assumed, that much of this effort will bp . 
' directed toward the clarification and .'codrdinH'ion of plans . 
developed' at the local level. However, defails of the^pla^nning^ 
efforts were not available. . . . ^ 

We6ds ^ : • " ' • ' 

^ ^ 

, Yhe state hats specified that tberejs a need for overall*^ \ ^ 
' coordination and cooperation between agencies thafetleal with pre> 
school children. Thet Advisory Committee to Early Childhood to the 
S.tate Department of Public Instruction recently stibfnitted -a posi- 
^tion^paper which stressed* the need for coordinatfon. The following 
^ procedures were listed Jt^y the^st^ite to identify needs: ' (l).^the 
annual school, census wh.ich is, reported to the Qepartment'of • ^ 
' Public Instruction in<<lu3es handi^ppiag conditions of all .chil- 
dren; * (2). STl congenital disabilifresHare listed by state >aw on 
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WYOMINR 



Leq^'slation aW Current Programs - * »f - . . - - 

\ ' Present legislatron for the edj^pation of handicapped chil- ^ 
* ' • dren covers) ages 6^0' 2.0 years. HaridicSiRped children of kinder- 
garten age residing .in school districts' which'^have kindergartens 
are also covered by the. legislation. However, kindergarten pro- 
- grams are not mandatory in the state^^ 

. • ' Since* the education agency ^does not have either the authority 

^ / .or the responsiWl ity foic pfeschobl education for handicapped 

' • ^ ^ r, children, most of the services te this group are provided by 

'Other agencies ^f* by^.5p(5?iai .projects. This si tugtion^ makes it 
* very difficult to determine how many young; .handicapped childt:en 
; are^ being served and;what kind of services they are ^receiving. 
\ However,'' there is some -information about available programs for 
' preschool fehiltJren with .communication, handicaps'. Among ^the 
.X programs-^in 'the state which serve tJhis-groyp |ine: the University 
of Wyoffling^'Tommanicative Disorder Program, the Laramie* Pre-School 
Language Classrooni, the Wyoming School for the Deaf, the Stride 
Learning Center in Cheyenne, and tHe UniveVsity of Wyoming Speech 
and Hearing Clinic. In -addition, there are approximately 3T)0 
preschool' chil dren served by MentaJ Health/Mental Retardation^ 
^ ' ''Services/ ^The'se services plus, services .prbvitfed by Day Care 

centers reflect- ex.lent of pre$ent ^nfonrlation concerning ser- 
vijces to young, ticindtcapped children, • 

: . • ' - • \ 

Plans . . , - » ■ ' . 

/In order to identify gaps and weaknesses in exi.Sting ser-» 
. vfdes, the -state has completed a survey of resources *f or scho61- 

^age handicapped children. Plans are *to continue present needs 
assessment activities in greater detail, including' identification 
. of young, handicapped .children ^nd resources for pfoviding/ser- * 
vices to that group, 'The state plans to draft legislation to 
'{ fuVly accommodate yourtg, handicapped children, , * ^ . 

.rNeeds . . • >>-^ . 

/The primary and most urgent need* is for ^legislation to pro-; 
vide services *to yoling, handicapped children; ^ - ^- 
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